Sailing Article SINGLE HANDED ROCKET SHIPS (PICS OF BOTH SWIFT AND MUSTOS)
April at Fort De Soto, possibly the best place to sail in North America, was home to the two most successful single-handed skiffs in the US.  The Swift Solo and the Musto for an extended clinic and joint North American Championship.  A remarkable joint event  On the beach, In the racing and In the bar, exemplified when the best Musto Sailor , jumped on board and gave a “two-up” master class a new ‘Swifty’  “I just want  every one to sail these amazing boats  and have fun and if they learn faster that’s great for both classes. These two skiffs although from completely different roots are remarkably similarly, fast, demanding, wet, wild…the most fun you’ve had in a one-up dingy”. Says Ron (Mustoman), who clocks up 16.9 knots on a blistering spin across Tampa Bay in clouds of spray.  Good job the water temperature is 75 degrees.  
The two classes descended from all over the US and Canada and a lone Mustoman from England.  10 boats being trucked from the Northwest.  The racing was fierce.  The two boats shared the racing course competing against each other but scoring within their own class.  

Ron Watt dominating the Swifts with 8 straight wins and Ron Radco. Likewise dominating the mustos with 5 wins and a and a third  second. 

 “these boats are remarkably similar in their performance,  different conditions suiting  each boat, the winner probably being whoever is on form for each particular  race –Said  the ever modest, Watt (8 straight  bullets !)

Dally, the genius creator of The Wonderful Woodies, some of the prettiest boats you will ever see, comments, “It’s just great to see the two fleets working together, teaching racing, and just hanging together rather that one class knocking the other.  The firm commitment to cooperation is best for the development of both classes rather than sniping at each other. The classes have different appeals with the same goal; high speed, single-handed skiff sailing.  

The swift solo mostly home-built wood core carbon skinned dream machinery – lovingly created in garages all through the world. With   90 plans sold in 15 countries originally serve as a trainer for 49er and now a bludgeoning single handed class spreading internationally   
Whilst the Musto, conceived in the UK with fleets in _xxxx_countries, with a total of xxxx boats   You can buy one  off the shelf from Musto Ron Radko  out of Seattle. 
Ron said, “The Musto class growth is steady with the guys and gals jumping in to class because they are speed junkies and   the class tends to be a younger crowd who don’t have time to build a boat.”  Dally adding, “there is intentionally, some room for innovation in Swift, but it still provides strong one design platform.”  Whistfully, Bram reflecting on class growth which allows for professional or home-built boats.  “The demand for these beauty’s out strips supply, but its hard for the pros to build a boat and make money which is an issue the class ins wresting with, meanwhile more boats the hit water each year.  
Most agree this probably the prettiest speed machine you will ever see, always a show stopper whenever they put in an appearance. 
Pics of Decks, Collage, etc. 

To some guys these are works of art, taking years to create to others (some on their second hulls) a single winter’s project a means to blistering speed (15 knot plus).  Common in 20 knots wind, 3 sails, 2 sheets, courtesy of Bram’s genius.  Adjustable, variable ratio single sheet for main and jib system allows the easy control of two sails from the wire with one sheet. 

PICS

At the end, many friends across the country and oceans made commitments for Musto/Swifters to race, train, promote and just sail fast – together. 
O’Sullivan – new to the class after a long lay-off and ex Brit club racer from enterprise/fireballs ½ tonners – I tried a Laser for a year, but it just didn’t bring it.  But the swift solo is just the biggest blast. I’m whooping with joy as I wobble my way around in my first three sail, reach on the wire in 20years.  This is more fun than any one should be allowed to have.  After the inevitable crash the rescue boat is manned by a Swifty and Mustoman (with broken ribs??). Checking on O’Sullivan, grinning from ear to ear whilst hopping up and down, “Just wild man!” pics this boat is just perfect we one crew to worry about sailing couldn’t be easier...
For more details on mustos and swifts contact …..
